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Abstract of JP20001 80706 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce chip 
area by installing a specified value detection 
means having a function outputting the maxim 
or minimum value signals of plural signal 
sources and sequentially outputting individual 
signals from the plural signal sources. 
SOLUTION: A voltage follower circuit is 
constituted of differential amplifiers for 
maximum value/minimum value detection 10 
and 1 1 . At necessary time in an accumulation 
period, the outputs of the differential amplifiers 
for maximum/minimum values detection 10 
and 1 1 connected to pixels from which 
maximum/minimum values are to be outputted 
are connected to a common output line 20 and 
constant current MOS transistors for 
maximum/minimum values detection 16 and 
17 are made active. Thus, the differential 
amplifiers for maximum/minimum value 
detection 10 and 11 are connected to the 
common output lines 20 and 20' in common by 
turning on &phiv PEAK and &phiv BTM. Thus, 
the output voltage from the pixel outputting the 
maximum value and the minimum value 
among the plural pixels is outputted 
respectively to the common lines 20 and 20'. 
Individual signals can be outputted 
sequentially by actively operating the nMOS 
constant current source 18 of the differential 
amplifier for minimum value detection 1 1 . 
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